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Cities, as physical points on the space-time continuum, are defined 

by their diversity, the variations within this plane, and the responses 

to these variations. The unpredictable nature of urbanity in the 

contemporary era is being redefined by technology, altering the 

traditional sense of urban life. For the first time in history, it is no 

longer necessary to physically inhabit a city to participate in urban 

life. This has led to a greater range of variations across different 

realities, creating a multiplicity of socially distant realities with 

increasingly divergent interests that complicate social cohesion. This 

study aims to understand unpredictability and how identities and 

perceptions of the environment are formed and evolve around it. 

Through an interdisciplinary approach that combines scientific and 

psychological principles, it seeks to establish a framework for 

understanding and addressing these variations, using technology and 

Urban Proximity as facilitators to enhance social connections. 
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1. Introduction  
 

Nature is an infinite sphere of which the center is everywhere and the circumference nowhere. 

- Blaise Pascal 

 

Since the beginning of time, humanity has navigated the dimensions of time and space. The 

establishment of our cities and societies is a manifestation of how the human mind responds to 

conditions defined by these two variables, subject to a factor of uncertainty inherent in human 

behavior. The rich cultural and identity heritage, known today as architectural heritage, reflects and 

attests to events that occurred in specific places and moments in history. The inhabitants of these 

inherited spaces, which continue to evolve today, are constantly subject to emotional and cognitive 

burdens (Sennett, 2017). Thus, subjectivity and the human mind are the main factors responsible for 

constructing identity. 

In this context, the field of mathematics offers an understanding of nature as an unexplored 

territory, which assigns importance to space-time. This approach is based on the mind's abstract 

understanding of situating reality at a specific point. 

Following the analogy proposed by Pascal, human nature, meaning the mind, is described as 

omnipresent, without a defined focal point, and capable of being everywhere. Furthermore, it lacks 
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clear boundaries, implying its capacity to reinterpret both the imaginary and the tangible. This is where 

uncertainty becomes relevant. Since the diversity of the human mind is infinite, so are the possibilities 

for response to conditions at a point in space-time, such as technology, society, and climate. 

In a past scheme, until the 20th century, the limitations of distance and time confined the human 

mind within a reduced scenario. Consequently, local abstractions were reinforced, solidifying notions 

of tradition, culture, and nationality. 

However, in the past 20 years, the scenario encompasses both the physical, familial, and inherited 

realm as well as the virtual domain on a global scale (Telepolis), breaking any possible limit. In this 

scheme, the more the information load, the more the number of possible scenarios as in Figure 1.  A 

virtual megalopolis, which coexists and intertwines with the traditional physical space and is updated 

in real-time, can reconfigure the urban experience and transcend the limitations of space-time by 

allowing access from anywhere in the world at any time through the palm of one's hand (Echeverría, 

2021). In this contemporary context, the boundaries between the real and the virtual blur. For example, 

one can participate in a concert on the other side of the world in real-time without leaving one's room. 

Consequently, the digital revolution demands a reevaluation of urban reasoning. 

 
 

Fig. 1. Scheme of human response to variations in space-time 
Source: The Author 

 

As a result, the mind is fully capable of infinitely expanding and providing more complex and 

diverse responses to the individual's natural environment. It is at this juncture that variables such as 

scale also begin to blur, shifting from a concrete identity core to a global city. Ultimately, cognitive 

and emotional responses are complemented by the information load, as shown in Figure 2. 

This framework clarifies the contemporary paradigm shift and presents the 21st-century paradox 

concerning cities and their inhabitants. The contemporary world actively employs virtuality as a 

platform for the human mind. However, it is unpredictable and fast, resulting in an exponential increase 

in human thought in a shorter time. If an urban event could be known in days before, today, a viral 
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event on the internet can trigger a worldwide response in minutes. This results in a greater 

informational load on the physical city. Consequently, the behavior of its inhabitants will be more 

unpredictable and dispersed, generating social problems such as emotional detachment, urban 

fragmentation, and increasing polarization. However, responses to these problems are often based on 

preconceived policies designed for the previous scheme. 

Therefore, it is imperative to question the true essence of variations in the degree of uncertainty of 

the human condition and their consequences on societies, considering the scientific and psychological 

aspects within the information load. 

Fig. 2. Paradigm shift of the mind regarding the perception of space-time  

Source: The Author 

 

2. The birth of cities: Recognition and ways of living through time 

 
Aristotle once mentioned that the soul never thinks without an image. In other words, human 

thought requires a material image, a link that can connect abstract and imaginative thinking with 

reality. Evidence of this is the extensive catalog of symbols and elements, including numbers and 

letters, created by humans to comprehend their subjective logical development. Based on this, it can 

be deduced that imagination is the bridge between perception and understanding. There is a space in 

the human mind where the image is conceived. Continuing with the previous example, numbers and 

letters are representations created solely to be perceived in the real world and to understand their 

implicit nature. They are abstract symbols that have no inherent meaning in real life, yet their essence 

is implicitly tied to it. 

Imagination differs from other mental processes, such as perception or memory, as the latter 

require a real, tangible element that can be assimilated without an image-creation process. For 
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memories to be generated in the human mind, an existing element in the real world is necessary: an 

event, a person, an object, or a place. In contrast, imagination does not require such an element, as it 

creates its own images. These do not exist until imagination produces them, thus being the 

materialization of a thought. 

According to Silva (2008), the city is born with writing and the representations made of it. He 

asserts that it has been interpreted by its own inhabitants, who, after a period of performing certain 

activities related to urbanity, beyond the physical, construct urban sketches of the experiences in which 

they participate. In the face of the immense number of representations made by different inhabitants 

in various fields such as art and literature, this is how a collective imaginary construction was 

constituted, and where the city transforms into a legitimate urban event. For example, despite having 

been destroyed for centuries, it remains part of global culture. Because of it’s representations, it can 

exists in the mind today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                 

Fig. 3. Drawing of the Lighthouse of Alexandria.  

Source: © Wiki Commons 

 

Castells (2000) states that the ‘urban society’ is defined as a culture based on a system of values, 

norms, and temporal and spatial social relations. Similarly, Lefevre (2017) argues that the interest of 

the ‘urban fabric’ is not limited to its morphology but lies in phenomena of another order, transcending 

the physical ones. These can occur in the form of social and ‘cultural’ life, being understood as a 

characteristic of urbanity, which adopts certain trends temporarily, subsequently conceived as ‘popular 

culture’. These very aspects reinvent current forms of inhabitation, which the professional must learn 

to observe. What appears to be insignificant is the foundation of perceived familiarity (Jacoby, 1971), 

whose simplicity and current symbolism make it a candidate for generating new analytical categories. 

In his work "The Social Life of Small Urban Spaces" (Whyte, 2015), the value of these 

characteristics was underscored. The methodology based on active participant observation bestows 

upon it greater merit, as it not only exposes but also delimits the categories through which observation 

can result in an imaginary sketch aiding in understanding the dynamics of the place without fully 

defining a Genius Loci. 

From the 1980s onwards, the city paradigm would change, with the arrival of technology. 

According to Ramírez (2009), this would occur due to economic and social changes in the world. 

Privatization and the reopening of economies to a global market would weaken the national dimension 

of cities, adding a global scale to planning. In this same article, the emergence of the informational 

society and the scientific-technological conditions would be cited. That is, new forms of social 

organization and development based on global circuits. In this context, the importance of knowledge 
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societies and the new deterritorialized economy would be emphasized, variables recognized by Manuel 

Castells that would allow cities to gain importance for their establishment. 

(Sassen, 2012) would also recognize the new variables to which the city is subjected. The most 

important would be the emergence of a new urban system, capable of functioning at both regional and 

global levels. Within this, certain cities would acquire greater importance as strategic locations for 

international coordination in the provision of economies. Likewise, she would also warn that this 

condition could lead to a quantitative increase in levels of inequality, now on a global scale. That is, 

contrary to strategic cities, others could emerge that are marginalized globally and are on the periphery 

of technological and economic development.  

Regarding this point, according to Horkheimer and Adorno (2002) and in the words of Alain de 

Benoist cited in Krause (2013): Modern freedom is a 'negative freedom', where in today's world there 

is a tendency to suppress the concept of community, people, nation, and culture, adopting it to a general 

one that goes directly to humanity. 

In the face of a new scheme, a new paradigm must establish the scope of the global scale to work 

with it as a conditioning factor, avoiding its negative influence on the physical plane. As shown in 

Figure 4, three scenarios are observed. (A) Demonstrates a behavior prior to the Global City, where 

communities went through intermediaries before being part of the world. This configured a sense of 

territory. (B) Shows the current change, where communities absorb information from the world, being 

absorbed and made invisible by those of the first class. (C) Demonstrates a virtuous circle, where the 

Global City is fed back by events present in communities, and these, in turn, configure new 

territorialities. 
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Fig. 4. Territorial dynamics and their direct influence based on the global scale, on the physical 

environment, are schematized. 

 Source: The Author 

 

 

4. Methodological procedure  

 
4.1 Field of Study 

 
The urbanism domain encompasses various dimensions. It serves as a theoretical framework 

aiming to comprehend and manage the implications of the global scale and psychological 

interpretations within a spatial and temporal context. To delineate this field effectively, it is essential 

to consider fundamental concepts: 

These encompass space-time dynamics as primary realms of operation. They are influenced by 

variables such as scale, virtuality, and cognitive processes. All of these are within the concept of 

identity construction, with the latter being the theoretical field of the work. 
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4.2 Research Approach 

 
This research project addresses social issues by understanding the role that technology and the 

Internet play within the previously described urban framework. The objective is to comprehend the 

relationship between these technologies and human behavior within the dynamic urban system and its 

variability, taking into account the unpredictability of nature. This aims to formulate new ways of 

conceptualizing cities by understanding and addressing the human psyche in the urban environment to 

promote citizen inclusion. 

The methodology for establishing such an approach must, therefore, consider a qualitative analysis 

of the background and scope of unpredictability within its nature and based on the changes with which 

people have responded to variations such as technology over time. A scientific approach is proposed 

through the analysis of the universal principles of matter, from which we are not exempt. On the other 

hand, a psychological approach, analyzing the scope of the human condition and decision-making 

based on various conditions, which also cannot be foreseen, through bibliographic references. 

This article argues that through the knowledge of certain natural constants, such as unpredictability, 

and the pattern with which the human mind adopts certain attitudes toward them, it would be possible 

to accept uncertainty as a constant in all planning across space-time. Through this, the range of 

possibilities could be oriented (but not delimited) towards sustainable and inclusive development, 

taking the city and technology as facilitators. 

This approach could benefit from considering concrete examples of cases where uncertainty and 

spontaneity have used technology to enhance urban resilience, the livability of the specific urban event, 

and consolidate a sense of identity at a point in space-time. 

This approach, in turn, reinforces postulates such as the concept of Proximity (Moreno, 2023), 

which advocates for cities that promote accessibility and social interaction at the local level. In turn, 

aims to enhance city development through a proposal for Sustainable Development. 

 

Fig. 5. Methodology applied based on the theoretical analysis of scientific and psychological aspects 

 Source: The Author 

 

 

4.3 Scientific Approach 

 

As beings made of matter, we are subject to universal principles that are intangible and to which 

nothing and no one is exempt, such as gravity. Among these principles is the uncertain nature of the 

quantum world, which can be illustrated by Heisenberg's uncertainty principle, W. (1927). This 
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principle states that it is impossible to simultaneously determine with precision the position and 

momentum of a subatomic particle. The more precisely one of these variables is measured, the more 

uncertain the other becomes. This fundamental limitation has profound implications, not only in 

physics but also in our understanding of reality. 

This notion of uncertainty is not limited to quantum physics alone but can also be extrapolated to 

other fields of human knowledge, such as urbanism and urban planning. By applying this principle to 

urban reality, it can be argued that cities are complex systems where multiple variables interact 

unpredictably. These variables include, but are not limited to, mobility, economic development, social 

interaction, cultural diversity, and sustainability. Each of these factors coexists and influences the 

others in intricate ways, creating a dynamic urban environment whose interactions are difficult to 

predict accurately. In this sense, just as atoms have positions and moments that are difficult to pinpoint 

simultaneously, individuals in a city have behaviors and movement patterns that are inherently 

unpredictable. This duality reflects the essence of Heisenberg's principle, where an increase in control 

over one variable results in a corresponding increase in uncertainty in another. 

As greater control and predictability over the structure and functioning of the city are sought 

(through regulations, strict zoning, detailed planning), the ability to predict how people actually inhabit 

those spaces becomes more uncertain. Conversely, when attention is focused on understanding and 

predicting how individuals and communities choose to inhabit spaces, the ability to control or strictly 

plan the city may become more uncertain. 

Highly planned cities may not adapt well to emerging forms of life and use developed by the 

inhabitants. Urban dynamics, therefore, cannot be completely controlled or predicted, and a range of 

variation must be found where both management and modes of habitation can be oriented toward 

improving living conditions. This requires a delicate balance, where planners embrace uncertainty as 

a constant and work within its bounds to foster creativity, resilience, and sustainability. 

To find this point of equilibrium, it will be necessary to establish a limit between variables. 

Heisenberg's uncertainty principle establishes that there is a fundamental limit to the precision with 

which certain properties of a particle can be known simultaneously, known as Planck's constant (h). In 

an urban context, the limit can be given by the flexibility that can be allowed in a space without losing 

its management. This would provide a framework for managing uncertainty and change without 

imposing rigid restrictions that would stifle urban dynamism and creativity. Such an approach would 

encourage cities to evolve naturally, responding to the needs and aspirations of their inhabitants while 

maintaining a coherent and functional structure. 

Recognizing the uncertainty and constant flexibility of cities helps the concept of a city adapt to 

challenges over time and space, adapting to variable and equally unpredictable circumstances. By 

embracing the principles of adaptability and resilience, cities can better navigate the complexities of 

the modern world, fostering inclusive communities that thrive in the face of change. 
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Fig. 6. Scheme for managing degrees of uncertainty. As in physics, the more difficult to observe 

and manage, the more uncertain the human response in an urban environment. 

 Source: The Author 

 

To address flexibility as a constant, it must be tested across different scenarios and scales. To this 

end, the concepts of Brian Greene and Roger Penrose have been considered: Greene (2010) proposes 

the theory of Additional Dimensions, suggesting that our universe may possess more dimensions than 

those we typically perceive. According to this theory, in addition to the three spatial dimensions 

experienced in our daily lives, there could exist additional dimensions compacted at different scales. 

These additional dimensions might be invisible to us due to their size. This aligns with the theoretical 

framework presented, where a New Dimension has been created within urban life. The Telopolis is 

dynamic, operating on a scale that transcends reality itself and, in turn, modifies the physical reality of 

everyday life. 

Similarly, in the context of urban environments, the Technological Dimension transcends the 

physical reality of the city. In this dimension, we find the digital world, augmented reality, the Internet 

of Things, and other emerging technologies that are increasingly integrated into our urban experience. 

Just as additional dimensions in physical theory expand our understanding of the universe, these 

technological dimensions can expand our understanding and experience of the city, offering new ways 

to interact with the urban environment and with each other. 

Building upon this conceptual foundation, we can delve into the theory of parallel universes 

(Greene, 2011), which suggests that our universe might be just one among many. According to this 

theory, multiple universes could exist, each with its own physical laws and initial conditions, 

coexisting within what is known as the multiverse. 

In the context urban experience, just as the multiverse postulates the coexistence of multiple 

physical realities, in the urban context, we can consider the coexistence of multiple social, cultural, 

and economic realities within the same city. Each with unique variations according to its space-time 

(including the degree of technology adoption), influenced by the uncertainty of human behavior. 

In this same scenario, flexibility becomes a constant, encompassing the boundaries between urban 

development and the ways in which citizens inhabit their cities. Each neighborhood, community, and 

individual may experience the city uniquely, with their own perspectives, values, and needs, subject 

to a range of unpredictability. 
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Additionally, just as in parallel universes, where separate worlds can influence each other in 

various ways, in the city, we observe how different communities interact, influence each other, and 

intertwine through social, economic, and cultural networks. Much like in the multiverse, where 

physical laws may vary from one universe to another, in the city, we find variations in social norms, 

cultural practices, and economic structures across different neighborhoods and communities. 

Urban Multiverses, therefore, interact through digital connectivity and can share aspects with each 

other via this medium. Consequently, parallel urban realities can interact with the world independently 

of their scale. This provides a clear response to the phenomenon of centralization and allows Penrose's 

postulate to be regularly applied across different world realities. 

Fig. 7. Scheme of the urban multiverse. Despite sharing physical and virtual variables, such as 

climate, topography or general culture, human response varies. This gives rise to small variants 

within a universe or a totally different universe 

 Source: The Author 

 

The principle of uncertainty in human behavior, being subject to variations, must address the 

underlying physical interplay between consciousness and spatial environment. Penrose (1996) 

proposes a connection between human consciousness and the spatial environment. He posits that 

consciousness might emerge from quantum phenomena in the brain, suggesting that these phenomena 

could play a crucial role in the generation of consciousness. 
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Through this perspective, it becomes possible to explore the concept of consciousness in relation 

to issues such as the perception of the urban environment and the subjective urban experience. Just as 

human consciousness is considered an emergent phenomenon arising from complex processes in the 

brain, urban experience can be understood as the result of multifaceted interactions between 

individuals, communities, and urban environments. Social, economic, and cultural networks intertwine 

urban inhabitants in a complex manner, creating a web of influences and connections that shape life in 

the city. This information load may then resemble the quantum processes in the brain, based on a 

cause-and-effect relationship. This suggests that by analyzing these connections, it might be possible 

to understand human behavior in cities. 

In this context, this implies that conscious observation can influence the manifestation of certain 

events or phenomena. Additionally, consciousness can play a role in decision-making and shaping our 

subjective experiences. 

The conscious perception of variables such as safety, accessibility, and quality of life in a given 

area can influence the use of public spaces. If residents perceive an area as unsafe or unattractive, they 

are likely to avoid those places, which can lead to abandonment and urban decay. Similarly, many 

places tend to be better recognized globally and can be tracked, as illustrated in Figure 8. 

Fig. 8. The information load enables the identification of the hottest spots in terms of various 

aspects. For example, in this map, one can appreciate the most photographed places in the world 

Source: Sightsmaps 

 
4.4 Psychological Approach 

 

The development of the modern world, as Berlin (1969) suggests, has advanced unrestrained, 

driven by globalization. This has led to complex urban schemes with a multitude of responses to 

environmental, social, and climatic conditions. While globalization has enabled greater efficiency and 

pragmatism in urban design, it has also sacrificed local values and fundamental aspects of individual 

quality of life. This often results in cities becoming "non-places," as Augé (1992) defines them: 

transient spaces that offer temporary, pragmatic experiences, lacking roots for their inhabitants. 

Though often devoid of identity and connection to the environment, have become integral to 

contemporary social experience, as described by Fabián (1998). 

There arises a need for a more intimate approach to human psychology, one that Lynch (2008) 

defined as the "sense of belonging," where the "social approach" (Ziccardi, 2009) alone is insufficient 

to provide a real and sustainable vision and solution.Human behavior, subject to constant uncertainty, 
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varies with space and time, influencing future outcomes. The diversity of urban realities and their 

potential futures largely depends on how individuals respond to their environment. This decision-

making process can be seen as the human capacity to project and plan for the future, a focus of the 

present research. 

Kahneman (2011) explores two systems of thought that guide human decisions: System 1 and 

System 2. System 1 operates quickly, automatically, and emotionally, driven by intuition and cognitive 

biases. This mode of thinking allows for rapid decision-making but often relies on mental shortcuts 

that can lead to systematic errors. For instance, perceptions of urban environments can be influenced 

by biases like the availability heuristic, where recent or memorable experiences are overemphasized, 

affecting how "non-places" are experienced and used. This idea is supported by Penrose's perspective 

on the hierarchy of places based on their online presence. 

In contrast, System 2 is slower, analytical, and logical, activating when deeper, more conscious 

processing is required. This system evaluates options and considers long-term consequences, making 

it more accurate but also more cognitively demanding, limiting its use in daily decision-making. 

When applying Kahneman's concept to urban decision-making, it is important to consider how 

different societies might apply System 1 or System 2. In highly urbanized and globalized societies, 

where "non-places" are prevalent, System 1 dominates due to the need for quick responses in 

constantly changing environments. These spaces, designed for mobility and efficiency, encourage a 

more automatic and less reflective mode of thinking, leading to decisions that prioritize short-term 

gains. Moreno (2023) refers to this as the "Fast City." 

Conversely, in societies where urbanization is more rooted in sustainability and local identity, System 

2 may be more prominent, as urban decisions require more analysis and consideration of long-term 

implications. This could lead to the creation of spaces that resist becoming "non-places" and maintain 

a stronger sense of community and rootedness. Moreno refers to this as the "Happy City.”  

The concept of Urban Multiverses connects here, suggesting that while some cities transform into 

"non-places" dominated by System 1, others may evolve into more organic and reflective environments 

guided by System 2. 

 

 
Fig. 9. Scheme of Kahneman Systems 

 Source: The Author 
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The distinction between Kahneman's systems is exemplified in urban policies. Le Corbusier's Plan 

Voisin, focused on the concept of the "machine for living," overlooked the urban complexity of Paris. 

As a "fast city," Paris would have faced an overwhelming array of possibilities, making it 

unmanageable and leading to an uncertain future. Many of these possibilities would likely have 

resulted in negative outcomes or a lower quality of life, as seen in comparisons between Brasília and 

Rio de Janeiro. In contrast, the Happy Proximity vision considers, accepts, and reconfigures the current 

social variables to enhance human conditions. While there is significant uncertainty regarding its 

impact on urban life, its scientific approach reduces the range of possibilities, making urban 

improvement more manageable. 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 10. Plan Voisin by Le Corbusier (1922) 

Source: Business Insider 
 Fig. 11. Place de Catalogne intervention, Paris (2024) 

Source: Ville de Paris 

 

Zimbardo (2017), in his theory on temporal perspective, posits that the way individuals perceive 

and utilize time profoundly influences their decisions and behaviors. Through different temporal 

orientations—past, present, and future—decision-making patterns are established that are intrinsically 

linked to the individual's relationship with their spatial-temporal environment. This dynamic, in turn, 

can be extrapolated to how various societies adopt attitudes and approaches in response to temporal 

variations. These perspectives are developed towards different temporal orientations: past, present, and 

future. 

In relation to the past, two subcategories are distinguished. The first is the Positive Past 

Perspective, characterized by a nostalgic and traditional view. The second is the Negative Past 

Perspective, which approaches time from a traumatic and painful standpoint. In both cases, decision-

making is strongly influenced by historical precedents, which can lead to considerable resistance to 

urban transformations. 

In the perspective oriented towards the present, individuals tend to prioritize immediate 

gratification and short-term experiences. One subcategory is the Hedonistic Present, with a short-term 

and pragmatic view. Within this category, Kahneman's System 1 can be placed. On the other hand, the 

Fatalistic Present is mentioned, which describes scenarios where there is a pessimistic view of reality 

and where this often establishes higher levels of unpredictability. Consequently, societies perceive that 

there is no control over their future. This can be seen as the scenario where the unpredictability of 

urban reality surpasses control, leading to cities with deep social issues and limited civic action. 

Finally, the future-oriented perspective is associated with a tendency towards planning and 

consideration of long-term consequences. This perspective fosters scenarios aligned with Kahneman's 



UIA International Forum 2024 (UIA2024KL) - Malaysia Architectural Journal 
MAJ Volume 7, Issue 3 (2025) 118-136 

131 

System 2, promoting the creation of sustainable cities through urban planning that considers long-term 

environmental, social, and economic impacts. 

Fig. 12. Scheme of the variables within the Time Perspective, according to Zimbardo 

 Source: The Author 

 

4. Toward new ways of thinking 

 
A paradigm shift can be established based on the changes in modes of inhabitation observed over 

the past century, as illustrated in Figure 13. 

The breaking of the boundaries of the human mind through the advent of the global city has altered 

the urban paradigm. Uncertainty as a constant throughout space-time, coupled with human behavioral 

responses, has led to the adoption of technology and its impact on the lives of citizens. The approach 

to its use has also evolved, depending on the temporal perspective of the society in question, ranging 

from being considered an end in itself to being viewed as a tool. Thus, these two axes delineate four 

quadrants. 

In the first quadrant, which extends up to the 20th century, there is a focus on the uncertainty of 

human behavior. This approach is primarily centered on Positive Past perspectives, deeply rooted in 

society, where traditional values, culture, and the interpretation of the city through familiar elements 

play a fundamental role. In this context, the importance of local identity is highlighted, consolidated 

through the knowledge and recognition of citizens with their urban environment. 

In the second quadrant, still within the 20th century but with a more utilitarian focus, the urban 

proposals of the modernist movement stand out. Figures such as Le Corbusier or Robert Moses placed 

greater emphasis on the efficiency and functionality of the city, leading to perspectives aligned with 

the Hedonistic Present or Kahneman’s System 1. In this context, the city is promoted as a habitable 

machine, emphasizing urban intervention patterns that have influenced the development of numerous 

cities worldwide to this day. Urban speed, zoning, and the concept of proximity oriented towards the 

automobile shape urban planning based on quantitative metrics. However, this approach can also result 

in citizens being perceived merely as numbers rather than individuals with emotional connections to 

their urban environment. Additionally, the fast-city scheme tends to prioritize larger cities and promote 

unsustainable centralized growth, with higher energy and land consumption, also leading to the neglect 

of peripheries. 
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In the third quadrant, corresponding to the 21st century, a Future or System 2 perspective emerges, 

which considers the long-term consequences of Telepolis, resulting in its adoption as a fundamental 

tool for revitalizing the emotional and cognitive aspects of cities without falling into emotional 

dependence on it. It proposes adopting new approaches that prioritize improving the quality of life of 

citizens, addressing challenges such as centralism, car dependency, and segregation due to a lack of 

services.  

In this context, Kahneman’s Systems can be differentiated within the urban multiverse in planning. 

Moreno would differentiate this vision by describing it as the “happy city,” in contrast to the “fast city” 

concept. Here, the central role of Proximity is emphasized, seeking to promote social cohesion and 

community interaction by maximizing citizens' accessibility and options to pursue their life projects. 

Considering the importance of urban experience in the construction of identity, the Happy Proximity 

model emerges as a promising option for promoting citizen inclusion. 

In the final quadrant, the persistence of System 1 and its repercussions in the 21st century is 

observed. Moreover, contemporary dilemmas related to Telepolis arise, such as the trivialization of 

urban events, the radicalization of thought, collective paranoia, and the manipulation of information. 

In this quadrant, the urban reality of the 21st century is diagnosed as still clinging to modernist 

principles, failing to guarantee an adequate quality of life for its inhabitants, and unable to achieve true 

Sustainable Development. 

The concept, therefore, focuses on the transition from quadrant 2 to quadrant 3. A well-structured 

city provides a foundation for generating meanings and associations, as well as for the development 

of urban identity. Whitehand (1989) reinforces this argument by noting that these experiences originate 

in the historical character of the urban landscape. 

Fig. 13. Territorial dynamics and their direct influence based on the global scale, on the physical 
environment, are schematized. 

 Source: The Author 
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To achieve the proposed scheme, it is essential to harness the effects of Telepolis in the 

construction of popular culture (Torres-Madroñero, 2020), which recognizes the role of the Internet in 

shaping collective memory, emphasizing its measurability through digital tools, in line with Penrose’s 

assertions. This is evident in a study (Yeung, 2011) that demonstrated that certain events from the 

recent past are remembered more vividly in the present. Furthermore, these studies can be 

complemented by analyzing the information corpus referenced by microbloggers or content creators, 

who are considered close sources despite their age. 

The article details a study conducted on the analysis of collective memory in Wikipedia, examining 

page traffic data over a specific period. User behavior demonstrated that the highest response rate was 

recorded for breaking news. 

The positive impact of Telepolis on the physical world was corroborated by the unexpected 

intervention of the Ecce Homo in Borja, Spain: a church with no significant global value boosted its 

economic activity, becoming a popular icon and challenging the status quo. Randomness contributed 

more to urban development than a restored building under strict studies. This postulate can provide a 

direct response to contemporary society and the effects of Telepolis, where citizens, more spectators 

than inhabitants, prioritize urban events with a certain relevance and controversy. The success of the 

Ecce Homo does not lie in its aesthetics but in its impact, as shown in Figures 14 and 15. 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 14. Newspaper stating that the 

Eccehomo continues receiving 2000 visits 

per month 

 Fig. 15. The Presence of Ecce Homo in 

Popular Culture, as Represented by the 

Artist Banksy 

 

On the other hand, the appropriation of public space and the generation of new identities derived 

from popular culture are also evident. As seen in Figure 8, there are multiple cases where global culture 

has revitalized spaces and consolidated them on a global scale. Values such as transience, temporality, 
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and virtuality can also be leveraged to reinvent the meaning of overlooked places in daily life, as seen 

in Figure 9. 

 

5. Results 

 
1.1. The goal is to develop a scenario where the likelihood of public response is maximized through 

interventions that resonate with human psychology, thereby increasing the probability of engagement 

(Penrose) while avoiding 'non-places' (Augé). In the context of identity formation, the concept of 

Proximity can address and enhance quality of life by revitalizing urban environments. This approach 

fosters experiences that elevate citizens' quality of life and future outlook, steering clear of Hedonistic 

or Fatalistic Present scenarios. 

1.2. The city itself must serve as a facilitator for the adoption of urban spaces that aim to improve 

the living conditions and mental outlook of its inhabitants. Moreno (2020) argues that proximity 

manifests across multiple scales and should be applicable within a diverse array of contexts. This 

notion, in turn, implies a response to the space-time continuum. This is based on the recognition of the 

uncertainty of the human condition and the variables that shape responses as a constant throughout the 

urban multiverse. Additionally, it measures society's current perspective on time itself. 

1.3. Proximity necessitates psychological elements capable of generating the necessary attraction 

to trigger an immediate response in human consciousness. The aim is to enhance its reach in popular 

culture and facilitate its presence in the global city. According to Greene's proposition, the Invisible - 

Virtual Dimension can disseminate it through popular culture, thereby improving citizens' perceptions 

of their surroundings. This approach would foster urban dynamism, managing ranges of uncertainty 

and control, ensuring the adoption of cities, and allowing for a degree of flexibility that contrasts with 

the functional values of the "machine for living." Therefore, achieving the "Happy City - System 2" 

becomes possible. 

1.4. Urban parallel universes are digitally connected. In this context, it is possible to assert that all 

communities, with their unique characteristics, actively build their identity within the Telepolis based 

on what they learn from other realities. The management of Popular Culture, through the lens of time 

 

 

Fig. 16. Spaces revitalized by popular culture  

Fig. 17. The Arc de Triomphe (Paris) 

intervened by Christo. Here, an exact 

temporality is appreciated, representing a 

spontaneous event that, for that very reason, 

became a Trend for its own citizens. 
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perspective, offers a framework to establish the flexibility ranges and scope of any planning efforts 

aimed at enhancing this identity. 

1.5. According to Penrose's proposition, the perception of space-time is intimately linked to 

consciousness and the creation of the urban image in the human mind. This suggests that the sense of 

belonging can be reconfigured through small urban life experiences. Therefore, the practical 

application of a sustainable vision of System 2 (Kahneman) would be oriented in relation to this and 

the local factors influencing time perception. Values such as accessibility, which can affect people's 

mobility and their choice of transportation modes, play a role in this. Similarly, the design and use of 

public spaces can influence how time is experienced, whether as a place for socialization and gathering 

or as a space for anonymous, fast-paced transit. 
 

6. Conclusions 

 

The global city is a reality, and it has challenged traditional approaches to urban development. The 

degrees of uncertainty and human responsiveness have opened up an infinite array of possibilities in 

city development, leading to issues such as segregation, emotional detachment, and urban polarization. 

These challenges can be addressed through the psychological aspects of individuals, considering 

that the mind's response to space-time is continuous, fleeting, and powerful. For this reason, it is the 

very virtuality that allows a community to reconfigure itself based on values already present in popular 

culture. This reconfiguration could help bridge gaps in identity and belonging. 

The acceptance of uncertainty variables, in turn, allows for the establishment of the scope that 

urban interventions should have. This approach enables the management of flexibility ranges, guiding 

response possibilities towards more sustainable scenarios and maximizing the spectrum of identity 

through the spontaneous (unplanned) adoption of local icons. 

Proximity emerges as an approach capable of generating the emotional and cognitive experiences 

necessary to foster a sense of belonging. This can be further enhanced by implementing strategies 

based on the citizens' Time Perspective and directing the range of flexibility towards more sustainable 

scenarios. 

Despite certain limitations in measuring the range of flexibility, it is important to note that human 

nature is unpredictable, and therefore, so are cities. Rather than defining an exact range of possibilities, 

it is about the ability to manage and guide these possibilities, maximizing the likelihood of a positive 

response. Thus, it is recommended to analyze the Time Perspective of society and how it has shaped 

Popular Culture and its image in the Global City. 
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